
The Lady Crusaders brought 
home another WPIAL cham-
pion title earlier this month 

and now hold the record of 55 con-
secutive conference wins. Hours 
before the championship game, the 
girls were told that their beloved 
head coach, Kevin Walters, had 
passed away, but this pushed the 
girls to defeat Greensburg Central 
Catholic 31-0. Senior players Gil-
lian Golupski, Rutanya Taylor, Isabel 
Beichner and Natalie Zurbola have 
not lost a single conference match 
since their freshman year. They also 
have won WPIALs all four years. 

Walters came to Canevin 14 years 
ago to a team who had a record of 
1-18. Over the years he led the Cru-
saders to a record 256-70, a section 
record of 162-14 and a WPIAL play-
off record of 39-9. Canevin made the 
playoffs 14 times, won 11 section 
championships, 5 WPIAL champion-
ships, and one state championship. 
Walters made all the girls his family.

Six Canevin players were named to 
the first-team All-Star list in Section 3: 
Abbie Maziarz, Keira Rose Kozlows-
ki, Gillian Golupski, Erin LaQuatra, 
Olivia Thomas and Sani Jones. Ru-
tanya Taylor and Mia Altman were 
named second team All-Section. 

Each member of the team had nothing 
but good memories of Coach Walters.

Gillian Golupski: “Kevin cared 
about us girls more than anyone 

else did. He always motivated us to be 
the best person on and off the court.”

Natalie Zurbola: “Kevin motivated 
me to do my best both on and off the 
court. He believed in each and every 
one of his players, no matter what. 
His love and passion for volleyball 
was like no other and words can’t de-
scribe how much he will be missed.”

Rutanya Taylor: “I met Kevin 
back when my sister went to Canevin 
her freshman year and, if it wasn’t 
for him, I would have not found my 
love for the game. He did everything 
he could do to make us better at ev-
erything we tried to do and he never 
gave up on us and he always fought 
for us. There aren’t even words to 
describe how much he’ll be missed.”

Halle Bergman: “I will never for-
get his funny jokes and sarcasm after 
I would say something and how he 
always motivated me to do better.”

Erin LaQuatra: “I will never for-
get his passion for the game and how 
he always put all of his effort into 
helping each and every one of us.”

                     Continued on page 2
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The Leonid
Lady Crusaders 
Are Volleyball 
Champs Again When Bishop Canevin 

High School opened 
in 1959 as the suc-

cessor to many area small paro-
chial high schools, everything 
had to be created from scratch. 
A new mascot and colors were 
decided upon right away, before 
the school even received its first 
students. Other clubs, activities 
and publications, however, were 
added later. One such example is 
The Leonid, which is celebrating 
its 60th anniversary this school 
year.

The first issue of The Leo-
nid hit the press in the spring of 
1961. It was the end of the sec-
ond year of Canevin’s existence 
and there were only two grade 
levels in the school: sophomores 
and freshmen. As such, one of the 
featured articles in the first issue 
was a sophomore cotillion dance 
that was being held and all soph-
omore students were instructed in 
ballroom dancing. 

Interestingly enough, simi-
lar to how the Mosaic yearbook 
was called the Pioneer for its first 
year, The Leonid was called The 
Canevin for its first issue. The 
title was changed to its current 
name for the second issue. The 
name “Leonid” was taken from a 
November meteor shower and to 
also honor the first headmaster of 
Canevin, Fr. Leo Henry.

The first moderators of The 
Leonid were Sr. Brigid Marie 
S.C. and Fr. Simon Mohr OFM 
Conv. They were followed in a 
long line of moderators that in-
cluded Fr. Julian Zambanini OFM 
Conv., Mrs. Dianne Finnegan, 
Mrs. Marguerite Miller, and the 
current advisor, Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith. The first editor-in-chief 
was Regis Frank ’63.

John Fuchs ’63 fondly re-
members his time at Canevin 
and with The Leonid.

“It’s astounding to me that The 
Leonid is still flourishing after 60 
years. When we started the paper 
we weren’t thinking of the future, 
just the present, probably like 

most students,” said Fuchs.
Fuchs had many different jobs 

throughout his time with The 
Leonid, which, at the time, was 
an extracurricular activity as op-
posed to being the class it is to-
day. At the time, each page had its 
own editor and columnists, and 
Fuchs was originally an assistant 
on Page 3, but worked his way up 
to being editor of Page 4, overall 
assistant editor, and finally sports 
editor and columnist. The pro-
cess of producing today’s Leonid 
is much more streamlined than in 
1961. Printing issues was always 
such a big ordeal.

“I remember paste-ups of ar-
ticles, after each having been 
typed, our using scissors, the 
smell of the paste, and 12” rul-
ers to measure columns,” re-
called Fuchs. “Those paste-ups 
of the pages, four in total, would 
be delivered to a local printer; 
we would mark them up, return 
them, and then they’d make any 
changes, print the copies, and de-
liver them to us for distribution to 
students.”

Today, that issue is long forgot-
ten as The Leonid is online only. 
Similar to today, The Leonid had 
its own room dedicated to its use. 
That room was B-209 which, as 
Fuchs described it, was “in the 
DMZ between girls and boys 
wings.” Since The Leonid was 
one of the only non-segregated 
clubs at the school, The Leonid 
was one of the few activities in 
which male and female Canevin 
students could participate, which 
could have drawn students inter-
ested in their peers more than the 
paper. However, as Fuchs recalls, 
this did not seem to be a problem.

“Everyone was serious about 
what we were doing, all focused 
on doing a good job. Everyone 
got along. It was exciting to be 
part of what to me seemed spe-
cial.”

Some things just never change. 
Happy Anniversary, Leonid staff!

Jack Mickle | Editor-in-Chief

Leonid 
Celebrates 60 Years
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Continued from page 1
Ava Gaitens: “I’ll never forget 

how even if he had to yell at you 
and correct you, he would always 
be sure to pull you aside later, 
smile and tell you that you were 
doing well and he just wanted to 
see you get better.”

Kyla Hartoyo: “Kevin was an 
amazing coach and taught me so 
much throughout my years here. 
I will never forget his passion for 
volleyball and how much he loved 
our team. I will miss him coach-
ing us from the sidelines at our 
games.”

Bella DeMark: “When I came 
to Canevin, I just did volleyball 
to keep myself busy. With Kevin’s 
coaching, I do volleyball now be-
cause I love it. He taught me how 
to play defense and actually do 
well. No words will describe how 
much I will miss Kev.”

Keira Kozlowksi: “When I was 
trying out for Exile, I remember 
that I was setting during some 
drills. And I seemed to be do-
ing good, but I remember Coach 
Kevin telling me that I belong to 
outside hitting. He brought me 
to my real place in volleyball and 
I couldn’t have done it without 
him. He taught me to keep push-
ing through and never give up. I 
can’t describe my appreciation to 
him. He will always be missed in 
my heart.”

Sophie Maida: “Kevin was al-
ways motivating our team to be 
the best we could on and off the 
court. He taught us to fight for 
what we wanted; he will truly be 
missed within our volleyball
family.”

Sani Jones: “When I moved to 
Pittsburgh, I didn’t know anyone 
and I had no connections to the 
school or any volleyball teams. 
Kevin reached out and showed 
me what it is to be on a team that 
is the true definition of family. He 
made even the most random of 
strangers feel that they belonged. 
It takes someone special to do 
that.”

Ella Whalen: “Kevin was the 
deciding factor in my coming to 
Canevin. At the Open House, he 
told me he would do anything he 
could to get me here and made 
me realize how much of a family 
Canevin volleyball is. I will be for-
ever grateful for that moment and 
will miss seeing him in the gym.”

Cameran Lokaitis: “I didn’t 
know Kevin as long as others but, 
from the time I did until now, 

he was a motivating coach who 
loved all his players; he inspired 
me to do better every day and I’m 
so grateful for every moment I’ve 
had with him.”

Rylee Bush: “I will never forget 
the love he had for all of his girls 
and the sport itself. I didn’t have 
Kevin as a coach this year for very 
long but the couple practices that 
I had him and for my first club 
season, he always pushed me to 
do the best that I could and was 
there to help me fix the little mis-
takes I always used to make.”

Logan Panza: “I didn’t know 
him for a very long time but from 
what I saw, he had a passion for 
volleyball. He pushed me when I 
didn’t want to be pushed. He mo-
tivated me to be successful.”

Nataley Brock: “Coach Kev al-
ways motivated us to do our best 
and always helped us to fix little 
things to improve how we play.”

Abbie Maziarz: “He loved us 
so much and pushed us to be the 
best we could be on and off the 
court.”

Trinity Anselm: “Coach Kev 
would always care for us and mo-
tivate us to do our best. If you 
were being too hard on yourself, 
he would always pull you aside 
and tell you to calm down and you 
were doing fine.”

Mia Altman: “Kev was more 
than a coach to me and my fam-
ily. He has looked out for me and 
was my motivation for volleyball. 
Throughout this entire season I 
kept his voice in my mind almost 
like I could hear him encouraging 
me. I thought the world of Kevin 
and he will be deeply missed.”

Gianna Beichner: “I’ve known 
Kevin for so many years and volley-
ball truly won’t be the same without 
him. He made me into the player I 
am today and I’ll forever be thank-
ful for that.”

Olivia Thomas: “He would al-
ways want each and everyone one of 
us to be our absolute best; he would 
be there to help when we needed it 
most and always gave the best ad-
vice. He will be greatly missed.”

Alysha Cutri: “Kevin was not 
only an amazing coach but he was, 
more importantly, an amazing per-
son. No one could ever possibly for-
get him because he gave us way too 
much to remember.”

Kevin Walters’ motto was “All 
One.” We truly were one. He will be 
greatly missed by the Bishop Can-
evin family.

Last year the AMDG Award 
was established to recog-
nize students who actively 

live Bishop Canevin’s mission by 
“Doing All Things for the Greater 
Glory of God” in the various ways 
they represent our school. The first 
recipient for the 2020-21 academic 
year is senior Nevan Crossey.

He is this year’s Student Govern-

ment President and, in August, co-
ordinated a Drive Thru Food Drive 
at his parish, St. Philip’s. Crossey is 
an Honors student and member of 
the soccer, basketball and baseball 
teams. Although an injury prevent-
ed him from playing soccer this fall, 
he remained positive and supportive 
of his teammates. Congratulations, 
Nevan.

Crossey Wins 
AMDG Award

The excitement over the Girls’ Volleyball Championship was expressed on 
the entrance way to the school building. 
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I’m studying really hard for all of 
my classes, but I’m not doing very 
well. What can I do?

Do not get discouraged. School 
can be hard and no one is great 
at every subject. Remember, you 
are not your GPA. Try not to get 
stressed out and remember to take 
breaks from studying to relax. Push-
ing yourself too hard will do more 
harm than good. Canevin also has 
a great system for students to get 
help; all you need to do is ask. There 
are so many options you can take, 
including asking a peer, a teacher or 
NHS member for help with a par-
ticular subject. They can give you 
insight and a different perspective 
on certain issues. Don’t be afraid 
to talk to the school counselor ei-
ther. Ms. Albin can help with any 
problem and has some really great 
educational and studying resources. 
If you are still not comfortable hav-
ing a meeting with her since she’s 
new, at least check out her awesome 
website and resources linked to the 
Google Classroom. It is full of help-
ful information. Always remember 
to treat every assignment as if it is 
worth 100 points and try not to pro-
crastinate to the last second to start 
studying or to do the homework. 
Don’t give up. You got this!

How can I make more friends?

With masks and the new social 
distancing guidelines, finding new 
friends can seem challenging, espe-
cially as a freshman or new student. 
Canevin offers a wide selection of 
extracurricular clubs and activities. 
Join as many activities as you pos-
sibly can fit in comfortably. In ad-
dition, try to talk to everyone before 
judging them. Maybe even try out a 
new sport. You will never know if 
you’ll like something if you don’t 
give it a try. So many students at 
Canevin have known each other for 
years and trying to become a new 

friend may seem daunting. A good 
way to start is by finding someone 
who has a similar schedule or a lot 
of classes with you. You may try 
striking up a conversation about an 
assignment you both have or walk 
with them to your next class. It’s 
OK if you are not an extroverted 
person. Just take small steps to 
building the foundation of a friend-
ship. It may seem impossible, or it 
may not work the first time. But re-
member that this is just high school 
and a few good friends is better than 
a lot of fake ones.

How do I balance the stress and 
hardships of school with personal 
and outside issues?

Balancing school and personal 
life will always be a challenge, es-
pecially when it feels as if every-
thing is piling up. 2020 is definitely 
a year for the history books, but it 
also is a year of major stress. The 
pandemic, wildfires, Black Lives 
Matter protests, the Presidential 
election – those are only the tip of 
the iceberg for outside issues. Our 
advice for balancing these issues 
is to just take a break from social 
media. During quarantine so many 
posts and stories were about contro-
versial issues. When you hear about 
so much every day from a variety of 
resources it can get stressful and an-
noying. Sometimes all you need is 
to take a break from social media for 
a bit. On top of everything else, you 
also have to find a way to balance 
your personal and school life. Try 
not to mix the two. Keeping your 
studies separate from your personal 
life and vice versa takes that stress 
level down a few notches. Finish 
your work on time; don’t procrasti-
nate; and ask for help if you need it. 
Try talking to the school counselor 
or a friend. Let out the negative en-
ergy that is keeping you down. You 
need to talk it out before you can 
walk it out.

Two staff reporters 
anonymously give their best advice

Ask Us 
Anything

Look on the last page 
for a Leonid Memory 

from 1962
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The COVID-19 pandemic has 
made it very difficult for many 
schools to reopen. However, 

the students of Bishop Canevin are 
very fortunate to have the option to 
attend school in-person this school 
year. The diligence and commitment 
of many people have made this pos-
sible. Canevin’s maintenance depart-
ment deserves much of the credit in 
making this a reality. They make sure 
that all technical and groundskeep-
ing aspects of the school are handled. 
Canevin is lucky to have a very 
skilled and dedicated maintenance 
crew composed of assistant Timothy 
Baker and director Dave Ellis. Each 
of their days is filled with numerous 
time-consuming and work-intensive 
responsibilities that are essential to 
the school’s continued operation.

Their day begins with arriving 
early on Canevin’s campus and un-
locking all the doors. Then, they turn 
on the interior lights and make sure 
that all of the school’s mechanical 
systems are working properly. The 
rest of the school day may consist of 
doing miscellaneous tasks or fixing 
anything that could be requested of 
them, such as replacing a light bulb 
or unclogging a sink. They also over-
see school improvement projects, 
such as the upcoming creation of the 
new Fitness Center. Another impor-
tant job is groundskeeping which in-
volves mowing the school’s massive 
lawn, trimming weeds, and cutting 
back trees. It is essential to complete 
routine maintenance checks of all the 
school’s equipment to ensure every-

thing is working properly. At the end 
of each day, they turn off all lights in 
the school and lock every door.

 “A significant challenge we 
faced this summer was preparing 
the school for classes in accordance 
with CDC (Center for Disease Con-
trol) guidelines due to the pandemic,” 
stated Ellis. This summer they disin-
fected the entire school. They made 
sure that the desks were spaced 6 feet 
apart in every classroom and installed 
hand sanitizer dispensers throughout 
the building. Once the school year 
began, they started using electrostatic 
sprayers to clean off each table in the 
cafeteria following every lunch pe-
riod.

Ellis additionally helps with the 
broadcast studio. Newly opened 
when the lockdown began back 
in March, it is now in full usage to 
broadcast morning announcements 
in a news channel style on a weekly 
basis. Ellis was the right man for the 
job because of his degree in commu-
nications and film studies. He enjoys 
instructing students on all aspects of 
TV production. “The enthusiasm the 
students are showing towards this en-
deavor is making it very rewarding,” 
enthused Ellis.

Baker and Ellis do not consider 
their work as a job but rather some-
thing they really enjoy doing. The 
measures they have put in place to 
ensure the safety of the students have 
worked so that, because of their dili-
gence, the students and staff continue 
to have a school of which everyone 
can be proud.

A Day in the Life of the 
Maintenance Department
Mac Johnson | Staff Reporter

It was great weather for an outdoor ceremony. Everyone was settled 
on the BC basketball courts to see those who achieved honors and 
received special awards based on academic achievements from the 

previous school year. Principal Joyce additionally inducted the newest 
members of the National Honor Society, senior students who have been 
consistently diligent throughout their four years of high school in aca-
demics, leadership, character and service.

NHS President Matthew Mell stated, “Getting to represent our school 
in this way is very thrilling and I am greatly looking to everything it 
entails. It is cool to think that students all across the nation are part of 
the same NHS, and it is especially exciting for me because I get to be the 
head of our chapter here at BC.”

After a brief interlude for refreshments of hot dogs, chips and water, 
the ceremony segwayed into a recognition of all the Fall sports teams 
and especially the senior members. The Crusettes and Cheerleaders also 
performed, getting the audience into the proper school spirit with the 
famous “We Are BC” cheer. The special afternoon was enjoyed by all.

Maintenance Crew Tim Baker and Dave Ellis stand at the ready to sanitize 
anything that needs it. 

NHS Gets Inducted; 
Fall Sports Recognized
Christian Andrews and Charlie Serena | Staff Reporters

Members of the senior class wait to get inducted into the National 
Honor Society. 

Members of the junior class received their Class Ring in an 
outdoor ceremony and Mass on November 6. Those who 
did not order a ring received a medallion as a symbol of 

upperclassman recognition. Canevin has distributed class rings to its 
junior class since 1962.
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This year, Bishop Canevin 
worked around the COV-
ID-19 pandemic to still pro-

duce our annual Fall Fest. Everyone 
at the school pitched in to make this 
special night happen, led by Stu-
dent Government which worked to 
incorporate scary activities without 
breaking any social distancing rules. 
Throughout the evening of Oct. 9, 
there were many fun options such 

as cornhole, a haunted maze, a scary 
hayride and the game of knockerball, 
along with food trucks, a caricature 
artist, and fall photo sessions.

 “Fall Fest this year was real-
ly awesome. Despite having to wear 
a mask the whole time, the whole 
student body made it really fun to at-
tend,” said sophomore Anna Geisler.

Tradition 
Continues 
with Fall Fest

Savanah Abbott, Gillian Golupski, Erin Egan, Bree Bazeck 
and Lizzy Volz represented the senior class on this year’s 
Homecoming Court. 

One of the many outdoor games enjoyed at Fall Fest.

The students in Mrs. Charlotte Smith’s Journalism I and II class 
were able to send questions about the state of print and broadcast 
journalism to on-air personality Melanie Taylor from The Bubba 

Show, Star 100.7 FM radio. Working from home since March, she re-
sponded with a series of videos. She and her co-host finally returned to 
the studio in Green Tree in early November.

Rahner House held a cornhole tournament involving 64 students 
(32 teams). The winners received gift cards to Chick Fil A. More 
than $200 was raised for the year’s House charity of choice, 

Jasmine Nyree Campus. The campus community center in Sheraden/
West End is designed to address multiple service needs including resi-
dential, social, recreational and educational. Owned by former Steeler 
Joey Porter and his wife, Chrissy, it is headquartered in the former Holy 
Innocents Parish buildings. Rahner also sponsored a “drive in” night, 
showing the movies “Grease” and “Mamma Mia” in the back parking 
lot. “I think these events were fun and made a positive impact on the 
Canevin House system,” said Rahner House Captain, Gillian Golupski. 

Keira Kozlowski | Staff Reporter
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Anna Marie Quindlen, Pulitzer 
Prize winner,  author and 
journalist for the New York 

Times once wrote, “A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn is not the sort of book that can be 
reduced to its plot line. It is a story about 
what it means to be human.” Written in 
1943 by Betty Smith and separated into 
five books, the novel follows the Nolan 
family through the good and bad alike. 
It is set in the Williamsburg slums of 
Brooklyn, New York, from 1902 through 
1919. Many surprises happen, but these 
events show that the Nolans are exactly 
as they seem to be – humans – with 
everyday problems that can be conquered 
with the right mindset.

This classic, historical fiction book 
has been one of the best that I have ever 
read. It not only touches on the harsh 
reality of living during the early 1900s, 
but also how important imagination truly 
is. If not for Francie Nolan’s imagination 

and her ability to overcome challenges, 
I believe that she wouldn’t survive very 
long in the harsh world. I was also very 
impressed by the detailed description 
of the Tree of Heaven. Not only could 
I envision the tree itself, but I was also 
able to understand that the tree and 
Francie are very much alike. Both of 
them are not meant to survive, but they 
manage to overcome their challenges 
and flourish. However, as the storyline 
develops, the intensity of the book greatly 
increases, making the story confusing 
and downright bizarre. For instance, 
in one chapter, a group of girls stone a 
woman and her illegitimate child and, in 
the next, Francie is assaulted by a rapist 
before her mom shoots him. Taking this 
into account, I give this book a rating 
of 4/5. I would recommend this book to 
teens and adults, but beware as it contains 
issues that may be triggering.

Book Review: 
A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn – A Story 
About What It Means 
To Be Human

Tenet is the latest film by visionary 
director Christopher Nolan and 
follows our main protagonist, 

literally just called “protagonist,” as he 
goes through a time-bending high stakes 
fight. Christopher Nolan is the type of 
director who tends to always choose plot 
over characters and, in Tenet, this is no 
exception. This movie is an absolutely 
mind-bending experience and a spectacle 
for the screen, one that I can’t even get 
into detail at all as it would spoil and 
hinder the experience.

Compared to other Nolan films, this 
one goes over the top in its pursuit of a 
new and refreshing cinematic experience. 
If you thought Nolan’s previous works 
such as Inception were a little confusing, 
then you are in for a ride with Tenet. It’s 
a movie that keeps you on your toes 
with time-altering set pieces, drip-fed 

information and big reveals. My eyes 
were glued to the screen the entire time 
and I felt that, if I looked away for a 
second, I would miss some key detail.

This is all backed by a beautiful 
score by one of the best new composers, 
Ludwig Goransson, who provided 
an excellent score just as good as his 
work with Black Panther. My only 
complaint with this film would be with 
its characters; as with any Nolan film they 
are sidelined in terms of depth in favor of 
a stronger plot, although backed by some 
very amazing actors (Robert Pattinson 
and John David Washington) who play 
their intriguing roles beautifully.

Overall, Tenet is a complex, mind-
twist ing spectacle with shal low 
characters, but still delivering a fantastic 
film that I can’t wait to watch and analyze 
again.

Movie Review:
Tenet, The Reality-Twisting 
COVID Blockbuster
Adam Reyes | Arts and Entertainment Editor

Renee LaGrosse | Section and Sports Editor

Get to Know 
the Class of 2021
Sarah Barron | Staff Reporter

Joseph Brooks – Commonly addressed as 
Joey, he is a proud Faber House member, 
senior captain on the Boys’ Soccer team and 
kicker for the football team. He has several 
older siblings who are Canevin graduates. He 
will be playing Boys’ Volleyball this spring. 
He is a vital member of the Stage Crew for 
the spring musical. “The pandemic had very 
little effect on me personally,” he stated, “but 
I did miss a normal homecoming and sporting 
events.” However, Joey has appreciated the 
fact that his parents were able to come to his 
games and cheer him on.

Shiloh Feeney – New to Canevin this year, 
Shiloh is a member of Rahner House and 
transferred here from North Allegheny, 
a school district she previously attended 
since kindergarten. She says she is making 
the best of the situation and has looked at 
the transfer as a way to meet new people. 
She has already become a photographer for 
the Mosaic yearbook because she likes tak-
ing pictures and being part of a project.

Erin Egan – Erin comes from a long fam-
ily line of Canevin graduates and is an ac-
tive member of International Club, Circle 
of Friends, St. Ignatius Society, and the 
Girls’ Soccer team. “My favorite is soccer 
because I love the team and never fail to 
laugh with them,” she said. She feels she 
was fortunate to be minimally affected by 
the pandemic as she still enjoyed eating ba-
gels at home during “online school” when 
everyone was quarantined although she 
missed seeing her friends in person.

Jack Mickle – Extremely active within the 
Canevin community, Jack is a house cap-
tain for Ricci, editor of The Leonid news-
paper, archivist and writer for the Mosaic 
yearbook, and the student coordinator of 
the Bishop Canevin Museum and Hall of 
Fame. He is the sports anchor for the BCTV 
News and a member of St. Ignatius Schol-
ars, International Club and FBLA. He is on 
the cross country team and the Carlynton/
Canevin Swim team. “Swimming is my fa-
vorite as I love being on a successful team 
with many of my friends,” he stated.
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The Girls’ Soccer  team, 
coached by Patrick Egan and 
Kendra Smith, finished their 

season with an unfortunate loss in 
the first round of WPIAL playoffs. 
They finished their regular season 
as undefeated section champions 
with a 10-0-2 record. With senior 
captains Victoria Legleitner, Abby 
Sysak, Erin Egan, Elizabeth Volz and 
Sarah Barron, the team was capable 
of achieving impressive feats with 
this 2020 season. They were the 
first Bishop Canevin Girls’ Soccer 
team to win their section since 2013. 
In the past they had often come in 
second place. Each individual player 
on the team played a crucial role 
every game. Whether it was Josie 
Bochicchio clearing the ball from 
left defense, Ashley Lippold taking 
the ball up the sideline, or Lauren 
Kirsch and Ainsley Smith scoring 
phenomenal goals on offense, 
everyone made a difference on the 
field. Many fans often came out 
to support them while following 
health and safety rules put in place 
by COVID-19. Senior captain Abby 
Sysak said, “We did good and had 
too much fun,” when asked about her 
overall thoughts on her last season. 
Sarah Barron, Lauren Kirsch, Erin 
Egan, Abby Sysak and Ainsley Smith 
made All-Section while Smith was 

also named to the All-WPIAL team.
The Bishop Canevin Cross 

Country team, coached by Eric 
Shafer, wrapped up their season at 
the WPIAL Championships on Oct. 
28 when they traveled to White Oak 
Park for their final race on the season. 
Junior Erin LaQuatra ran yet another 
impressive race, earning a WPIAL 
medal for 15th place. Freshman Ben 
Ondrejko, junior Tony Cicchino 
and senior Savanah Abbott ran very 
impressive races as well. Throughout 
the season the girls’ team struggled 
in numbers so they placed when 
they could. The boys finished the 
season as Section runner-up and in 
15th place overall at the WPIAL 
Championship. Finishing their cross 
country careers this season were 
seniors Abby Sysak, Savanah Abbott, 
Samuel Nicolella, Adam Reyes, 
Brennan Hipkiss, Jack Mickle, Lizzy 
Volz and Sarah Barron.

The Boys Soccer team struggled 
from the beginning, losing 4-3 to 
Aquinas Academy in the first section 
match of the season and eventually 
finishing last in Section 3-A. Senior 
Nevan Crossey could not play this 
season because of a leg injury. 
However, despite the losses, seniors 
Joey Brooks and Jack Staley were 
named All-Section players.

Fall Sports Teams 
Wrap Up the Season
Sarah Barron | Staff Reporter

As this season comes to an 
end, Bishop Canevin should 
be very excited for next 

year’s football season. After going 
1-9 in the 2019 campaign, this year’s 
team turned it around by going 5-3 
and barely missing the playoffs. The 
turn around started by the hiring of 
Coach Richard Johnson who brought 
in a whole new staff, determined to 
bring a championship. The next part 
of the turn around was the help from 
some new transfers like Lasae Lacks, 
Eli Wilson, Keyshawn McCaskill and 
Brady Travis. Many players racked 
up great statistics. On the offensive 
side, Willie Banks-Hicks passed 
for 558 yards and 5 touchdowns; 
Xavier Nelson has 26 receptions, 

513 yards and 4 touchdowns; and 
Jaiden Torres had 75 carries, 607 
yards and 3 touchdowns. Nelson 
also set a new Canevin record for 
the most receiving yards in a single 
game (180 yards) when the team 
played Northgate High School. On 
the defensive side, Keshawn Harris 
had 33 solo tackles; Jaiden Collins 
had 4 defense sacks; Willie Banks-
Hicks had 2 defense touchdowns and 
4 fumble recoveries; Xavier Nelson 
had 3 interceptions; and Brady Travis 
had 24 assisted tackles. The whole 
community awaits next season to see 
if the Crusaders will top these records 
and bring home another banner to add 
to the school’s collection.

Football On 
the Turn Around
Luke Andruscik | Staff Reporter

To all BC Alumni who 
serve now and have 
served--we thank you 
and we remember you. 

Veteran’s 
Day 
2020 
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